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October 4, 2011

DATE:

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2011
TIME:

7:00 P.M.

PLACE:

WILLISTON CITY COUNCIL ROOM

CALL TO ORDER

ROLL CALL

MEMBERS:


Mayor R. Gerald Hethcoat


President Marc Nussel - Absent

Vice-President Michael Shoemaker  

Councilman Brooks Holloway 

Councilman Norm Fugate

Councilman Jerry Robinson

City Manager Patrick Miller

City Attorney Fred Koberlein
OPENING PRAYER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG
Vice President Shoemaker asked members and others present to stand for the opening prayer and the pledge of allegiance to the flag.  Mayor Hethcoat led the prayer.
ITEM – 1 – PRESIDENT NUSSEL – APPROVAL OF AGENDA

City Manager Miller requested item 5-C be removed from the agenda and at the request of Police Chief Strow item 13-A be added to request a 1999 Ford Police car be declared as surplus. Councilman Fugate moved to approve with the deletion of item 5-C and the addition of item 13-A which is surplus equipment. Councilman Robinson seconded the motion. Motion carried 4 – 0. 
ITEM – 2 – CONSENT AGENDA 
A. Minutes from September 20, 2011 Regular City Council Meeting

B. Grant Administration Contract Amendment with Fred Fox Enterprises for Grant No ARS076

C. City Manager Miller ICMA Resolution for Retirement Account

Councilman Robinson stated there should be a change in Item 4A in the September 20th minutes. The last sentence stated Councilman Shoemaker and Councilman Fugate voted no. It should read Councilman Robinson and Councilman Fugate voted no. Councilman Fugate moved to adopt the consent agenda with the changes noted by Mr. Robinson. Councilman Robinson seconded the motion. Motion carried 4 – 0.
ITEM – 3- MAYOR HETHCOAT – STUDENT OF THE MONTH

Emohni Lewis, Mirianda Milton, Carlie Vining, and Daniel Cross were each presented certificates for their accomplishment at their respective schools. Certificates for a free pizza from King Munchies were also given to each student.

ITEM – 4- PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

None
ITEM – 5- OLD BUSINESS 

A. CITY MANAGER MILLER – APPROVAL OF HOLIDAYS OBSERVED FOR CITY EMPLOYEES
City Manager Miller stated he had provided the labor attorney the list of holidays to be observed by City employees to be provided to the unions. The labor attorney had done that and also stated the unions did not have to approve. Councilman Holloway moved to approve the holidays as presented. Councilman Fugate seconded the motion. Motion carried 4 – 0.
B. CITY RESIDENT JOAB PENNEY – REMOVAL OF TREE FROM PROPERTY

Mr. Penney appeared before Council requesting the tree he stated was in the City right of way be removed due to it causing damage to his home. After discussion between Council and Mr. Penney, Councilman Robinson moved to remove the tree without the City obtaining a survey and a release to hold harmless be signed by Mr. Penney. Councilman Holloway seconded the motion. Motion carried 3 – 1 with Councilman Fugate voting no.
C. CITY MANAGER MILLER & PROJECT MANAGER HALL -  AMEC CONTRACT - ENERGY EFFICIENCY GRANT FOR HVAC UNITS
This item was removed from the agenda.
ITEM – 6 – HELEN PAINTER OF PURVIS GRAY & COMPANY – PRESENTATION OF 2010 AUDIT REPORT

City Manager Miller informed the Council the audit was not complete therefore Ms. Painter would not be present the audit. City Manager Miller stated he was reassured the audit would be presented at the next Council meeting.
ITEM – 7- CAROLYN KHALFANI – PROMENTOR YOUTH SPORTS & EDUTAINMENT FRATERNITY, LLC

Mr. Akil Khalfani was introduced to the Council and he described his business enterprise. City Manager Miller agreed to work with Mr. Khalfani to put him in touch with local youth organizations.
ITEM – 8 - CITY MANAGER MILLER – REQUEST FOR APPROVAL OF CHARGE OFF OF DELINQUENT UTILITY ACCOUNTS 

City Manager presented the list of delinquent utility accounts for approval of charge offs in the amount of $22,146.37. City Manager also stated he would follow up with MSB Government Services in order to “piggy back” their contract. Councilman Fugate moved to approve the charge off accounts for 2011as presented. Councilman Holloway seconded the motion. Motion carried 4 – 0.
ITEM – 9 – CITY MANAGER MILLER – APPROVAL OF CONTRACT WITH WITHLACOOCHEE REGIONAL PLANNING COUNCIL

Councilman Fugate moved to approve the contract with Withlacoochee Regional Planning Council for fiscal year 2011 – 2012. Councilman Robinson seconded the motion. Motion carried 4 – 0.
ITEM – 10 – CITY MANAGER MILLER – REQUEST FOR DIRECTION TO FILL FINANCE DIRECTOR POSITION

City Manager Miller brought the request for direction to fill the finance director position to Council in order to discuss and advise how they wish to proceed. City Manager Miller requested Council to allow him to advertise both for a firm and individual for the finance position(s). After discussion it was the consensus of the Council to allow the City Manager to advertise both for a firm and an individual. Councilman Fugate requested the RFP be approved by Council prior to advertisement.
ITEM  - 11 - CITY MANAGER MILLER – REQUEST FOR APPROVAL TO PAY ATTORNEY INVOICES FOR JULY AND AUGUST 2011

City Manager Miller brought the City Attorney invoices for additional charges during the months of July and August 2011 to Council for approval. After discussion it was a consensus to allow the City Manager the discretion to pay the invoices for any overages that was billed. Councilman Robinson stated is the City Manager felt the City was being overcharge he could then bring an invoice to Council for approval.
ITEM – 12 – CITY ATTORNEY KOBERLEIN – CITY CLERK’S COMPLAINT

Councilman Robinson moved to hire Fowler and White from Jacksonville, Florida. Clerk Mack stated she was a personal friend of a senior partner of Fowler and White. Councilman Robinson then moved to hire Attorney Shumaker to complete the investigation. Councilman Holloway seconded the motion. Motion carried 3 – 0 with Councilman Fugate abstaining from the vote.
ITEM – 13 - POLICE CHIEF DENNIS STROW – MONTHLY POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Police Chief Strow gave a monthly update on calls made by the Williston Police Department.

13 – A REQUEST TO DECLARE SURPLUS VEHICLE

Police Chief Strow requested the Council to declare a 1999 Ford Crown Victoria as surplus and allow him to transport the vehicle to Weeks Auction to be sold. Councilman Fugate moved to declare the 1999 police care as surplus and transport to Weeks Auction to be sold. Councilman Robinson seconded the motion. Motion carried 4 – 0.

ITEM – 14 - PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Maria Sresovich thanked City Manager Miller for his careful thoughts in making decisions for the City so that mistakes from the past are not repeated.
ITEM – 15 - COUNCILORS DISCUSSION
Councilman Holloway distributed a packet for Council Members and others that included his notes from the previous meeting as requested by the public records request submitted by Councilman Fugate. Councilman Holloway also stated he thought if Councilman Fugate had proof of fraud he should turn that evidence over to the police.
Councilman Fugate stated he was accussed of harassment from former City Manager Collins and Finance Director Barcenas. Councilman Fugate stated he had filed a public records request of email which revealed levels of incompentance and corruption. Fugate stated part of the old regime is gone and he would continue with his campaign promises to get to the bottom of this. Fugate also stated he would not resign, his actions were that of a demanding boss and not of harassment. Councilman Fugate also stated that he would keep demanding the public records request from Councilman Holloway and this matter shows the City should have an email maintenance policy.
Mayor Hethcoat stated local citizen Amelia Erwin turned 100 today and there would be a birthday party at the First Methodist Church on Sunday. The Mayor also stated he hoped the City would keep moving in the right direction.

Councilman Robinson thanked the Chamber and Mary Kline for a great Peanut Festival that was held last weekend. He also wanted to thank Representative Bembry for his participation as a guest.

City Manager Miller gave an update on utlity bills would be due Tuesday, October 11th since the 10th was a National Holiday. Miller also reported on the attack of the computer system this past Monday, October 3rd  by hackers identified to be from the Urkane. Miller also reported that he thought the Peanut Festival was a great success. Miller thanked the Council members for their participation in the audit review and also requested the Council Member think about a workshop to discuss direction of the City.
ITEM – 16  - ADJOURNMENT
Councilman Robinson moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:39 p.m.
__________________________________________








Marc Nussel, President City Council

_________________________________________________

Lisa N. Mack, City Clerk

Minutes of the City Council meeting may be obtained from the City Clerk’s office.  The minutes are recorded, but not transcribes verbatim.  Persons requiring a verbatim transcript may make arrangements with the City Clerk to duplicate the recordings, or arrange to have a court reporter present at the meeting.  The cost of duplication and/or court reporter will be borne by the requesting party.

In accordance with Section 286.105, Florida Statutes, notice is given that if a person wishes to appeal a decision made by the City Council with respect to any matter considered at this meeting they will need a record of the proceedings, and for such purpose may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceeding is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is based.

In accordance with Section 286.26, Florida Statutes, persons with disabilities needing special accommodations to participate in this meeting should contact the Mayor through the City Clerk’s office no later than 5:00 P.M. on the day prior to the meeting.
